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Summary

In India it is seen that women enjoys respect and importance since the Aryan period. During
Rigveda women has places in Politics as well that continues in the Upanishadic and Purana
period. Women continued to have importance on political level even after foreign invasion.
Before and after independence women too women were active in different spheres of life.
Through the history of the country women was seen in different role in politics.

Few Medieval names like Rajhiya Sultan, Gond Virangana Durgavati, Chandbibi of 16"
Century, Ahilyabai Holkar of Indore etc have left undeliable influence with their gallantry.

In the post-independence period, Indira Gandhi, Pratibhatai Patil, Soniya Gandhi, Mamata
Banerjee, Mayawati, Jayalalitha, Sushma Swaraj, Shalinitai Patil, Supriya Sule, Sheela Dikshit,
Vasundhara Raje, etc names are very well known in the contemporary Indian politics. With the
urban women, rural women too significantly came forward with their leadership through local
issues like Movement of Wine ban, local women Sarpanch was seen at forefront.

\With the reservation women from the margin too working in the political sphere confidently.
Present women has realized that with the political power they can work for the social cause.
Women is resolved with the thought that equal participation in the political level only can bring
right development.

The role of women in political is a vast subject, it cannot be associated with right to vote only.
Women in history were not only involved in decision making actively, but they were
responsible to kindle the political and social consciousness significantly. Women participated
in electoral politics, they certainly vote to elect a representative from the beginning. It was the
effect of reservation policy implemented by Govt. of India on the local level that number of
women in increased in the local Governance.



In the present project to study the role and participation of women in Nagpur on civic level a
questionnaire was prepared to study the educated women. For the project a purposive sample
method was used to collect data from 100 women. Students participated in the project
interviewed the 100 women and collected questionnaires. In the project sample were collected
from the women associated with the teaching profession, bankers, police, and politics. The
questionnaire was prepared to record the experience of women in politics, their opinions,
difficulties, reason to enter in politics, opinion about their political party, family responsibilities
while in politics, their struggle to get education, etc. The data was analyzed and conclusion
were drawn using rationale.

The 100 women who were taken to study were

20% Teachers

20% bank employees

20% Politicians

20% Police

20% Other (Home makers, entrepreneurs, local vendors)

The women studied under the project were following certain religeous beliefs as:

gk owphdE

1. 20% Hindu

2. 31% Buddhist

3. 8% Muslim

4. 11% other (Christian, Jain, minority etc)
Age groups of the women were as follows:

13% 21 to 30 age
31% 31 to 40 Age
27% 41 to 50 Age
23% 51 to 60 Age
5. 5% 61 and above
Family members of the women under study were:

PobhdE

1. 18% less than 2

2. 52% 3to4

3. 22%4to5

4. 8% 5 and above
Types of family were as:

1. Joint family 78%
2. Nuclear family 22%
About family property

1. 91% living in own house
2. 9% living in rented house
Types of houses women living in:

1. 98% concrete home
2. 2% Mud House



All 100 women were associated with politics. Some women who were in employment yet
they show interest in politics.

Association with political parties:

BJP 18%

Congress 21%

Shiv Sena 15%

Rashtravadi Congress 16%

Other (BSP, MNS, VBA, etc) 30%
Reasons to enter into Politics:

o E

1. 28% self-inspiration

2. 1% as profession

3. 32% for social work

4. 15% inspired from family

5. 8% inspired by the ideology of political party
Family members in Politics:

1. 89% members in active politics
2. 11% no members of family in politics
Have changed the political party earliers:

1. 4% switch the political party
2. 96% haven’t changed the party
Opinion about 33% reservation to women in politics:

1. 89% completely agree
2. 6% agree up to some extent
3. 3% agree on average level
4. 2% agree below average level
Husband of women looks after their works in political sphere:

1. 2% Agree
2. 3% agree up to some extent
3. 3% Agree on average level
4. 12% Agree below some extent
5. 80 not agree
Support received from family members:

1. 61% complete support
2. 23% up to some extent
3. 9% up to average

4. 7% less than average

Reasons why women do not turn up to Politics;

1. 1% no equal treatment from male counterpart
2. 7% received no expected support
3. 5% unable to give justice to either role as politician and a member in family



4. 98% women must enter in politics
Income groups of women in Politics:

1. 1% below 20,000
2. 1% 20,000-30,000
3. 2% 31,000- 40,000
4. 5% 41,000-50,000
5. 91% above 51, 000
Whether women enjoys economic liberty:

1. 99% yes
2. 1% No
Sources of family income:

1. 79% Employment
2. 9% Politics
3. 12% Other (shop, self-employment, etc)
Whether their social status was increased with politics:

1. 100% yes
Whether they face discrimination in politics:

1. 3% yes
2. 97% No
Whether they are in regular public contact:

1. 95% yes
2. 5% No
Whether they enjoys importance in social sphere because of their involvement in politics:

1. 99% yes
2. 1% No
To solve the problems of women, whether highly educated women must be in politics:

1. 100% yes
About their education:

1. Graduation 73%
2. Post graduate: 16%
3. Above Post graduation 11%
Whether there is a development of society with the education

1. 100% yes
Whether women face difficulties during their education:

1. 72% yes
2. 28% No
Types of Difficulties they face during their education

1. Commutation 3%
2. Financial 39%
3. No Support from family 4%



4. lssues related hostel 7%

5. Inadequate information 3%

6. Other 6%

Whether women have expectation from government

1. 50% yes

2. 50% No

Conclusion and Recommendation:

1. Education is correlated with person’s political process. Educated people are politically
conscious, therefore, their participation in politics is satisfactory. Educated person can
do things like keeping watch on political issues, political discussions, influence the
governance, etc.

2. Behavior of a person is related to his economic status. Economically stable people are
politically motivated. Therefore, it is important to see if women are economically
stable.

3. Government implement projects of women empowerment, which doesn’t reach to
100% women. Therefore, educated women must involve to bring the last women in the
political process.

4. Like the local self-governance, 33% reservation must be implemented on state and
central level so that interest of women will be increased about political participation.

5. Every political party must amend in their constitution to involve 33% women on
decision making bodies.

6. There should be a certain process to decide about reservation to women in a
constituency rather than lottery method. In this way it will stop the instability about
reservation to certain constituency to women.

7. There should be a permanent committee in the parliament and state assemblies for the
development of educated women. In such committees women must be in majority to
take decisions about women welfare.

8. Women’s demand of 1996 emphasizes following points:

a. To stop criminalization of politics, so also criminals into politics

b. Contestants must public their income

c. There should be a provision of reverting the elected members

d. Right to information must prevail

e. Public meetings should be organized while implementing policies effecting public
life.

f. To break the chain between liquor industry and politics

9. There should be training centers for the elected women public representatives on
municipal corporation level to get knowledge, law, governance, and public affairs. Such
works may be given to NGOs, Social organisations, public trusts, etc.

10. To take benefit of educated women in the politics, there should be a planning at

government level.
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